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in our day vaccination is in the utmost danger "
(p. 98). The instance is for various reasons not
a happy one. It is not even precisely stated. I
have never understood that vaccination is in
much danger. Compulsory vaccination is per-
haps in danger. But compulsion, as a matter
of fact, was strengthened as the franchise went
lower. It is a comparative novelty in English
legislation (1853), and as a piece of effectively
enforced administration it is more novel still
(1871). I admit, however, that it is not endured
in the United States; and only two or three
years ago it was rejected by an overwhelming
majority on an appeal to the popular vote in the
Swiss Confederation. Obligatory vaccination
may therefore one day disappear from our statute
book, if democracy has anything to do with it.
But then the obligation to practise a medical rite
may be inexpedient, in spite of the virtues of the
rite itself. That is not all. Sir Henry Maine
will admit that Mr. Herbert Spencer is not against
science, and he expresses in the present volume
his admiration for Mr. Spencer's work on Man
and the State. Mr. Spencer is the resolute op-
ponent of compulsory vaccination, and a resolute